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PRELUDE     -

THE Castle of Joyous Gard in the Morte
D" Arthur was Sir Lancelot's own castle, that
he had won with his own hands. It was
full of victual, and all manner of mirth and
disport. It was hither that the wounded
knight rode as fast as his horse might run,
to tell Sir Lancelot of the misuse and cap-
ture of Sir Palamedes; and hence Lancelot
often issued forth, to rescue those that were
oppressed, and to do knightly deeds.

It was true that Lancelot afterwards named
it Dolorous Gardt but that was because he
had used it unworthily, and was cast out
from it; but it recovered its old name
again when they conveyed his body thither,